
Appeal Panel – Tim Grogan (Chairman), Shakat Sattar, Hanzaq Mir and Ann Coe   

Summary 

The panel met on 15 January 2019 to adjudicate on the appeal received by Riaz Khan, 

secretary of ONQ concerning the conditions imposed by the QEACL Executive on 27 

November 2018 relative to ONQ’s continued membership of the QEACL. The 

conditions in question being: 

1. ONQ may change the name of club but are disallowed from naming 

the club Earlmarshall for a period of 2 years 

2. A maximum of 4 players, previously registered and played by 

Earlmarshall, will be allowed to transfer to ONQ for 2019 season.  

3. The QEACL Executive will closely monitor the particular venues used 

by ONQ for the foreseeable future 

 

The panel followed the appeals process guidance and considered the evidence 

provided which included a letter outlining the Executive Committee decision dated 

2.12.18, ONQ Appeal, emails from Raqeeb Younis and Riaz Khan, minutes of two 

AGMs dated  12.4.17 and 14.11.18. The panel had been informed that Taj Butt and 

Naheem Malik would be giving evidence on behalf of the Executive and Riaz Khan 

would represent ONQ. 

In chronology the appeal proceeded as follows: 

Taj Butt and Naheem Malik (Executive) 

Both men gave evidence and together explained the reasons behind the decision of 

the Executive to impose the conditions in question. In addition, they provided the 

rules upon which the decisions were predicated. To summarize they relied on rule 3f 

in terms of the name change and rule 7a regarding matters 2 and 3. They were aware 

both rules were not specific and that it would be helpful if the rules were tighter. 

However, they maintained that their decision was sound and in the best interests of 

the league. They believed that it was against the spirit of competitive cricket that a 

side in a higher division could potentially be replaced by a team that had been 

relegated and therefore occupying a position in a lower division.  

Both men were pressed about the league having a history of clubs replacing those in a 

higher division and they both said they were determined that this should be stamped 

out going forward. They were steadfast that the conditions currently imposed were 

imposed to ensure clubs could not operate as they had in previous seasons. However, 

they agreed that there was not a specific rule in the constitution to outlaw this 

behaviour.  

Questioned as to the reason the number of players allowed to transfer had been 

restricted to four, it was explained that this represented 25% of those players used by 

Earlmarshall in 2018.  



In relation to the decision to closely monitor the venues chosen by ONQ the panel 

were told that if their games were played in Sheffield (the home of Earlmarshall) it 

look as though it was Earlmarshall, particularly as ONQ had exclusively played their 

games in West Yorkshire. However, it was accepted that QEACL clubs generally 

experienced some difficulty in finding grounds especially when grounds were in use for 

Sunday double headers.       

Riaz Khan (Onq cc Secretary) 

Mr Khan began by explaining that his appeal was strictly on a point of principle and 

that he believed if rules had been breached they should be clear and specific and not 

rules that appeared vague and unformulated. He accepted the rules 3f and 7a had 

been those concerned but strenuously argued that they were imprecise and not fit for 

purpose.  

He believed he could call his club whatever he wished but understood why the name 

Earlmarshall could be considered contentious.  

In relation to players he stated that though he was satisfied that ONQ’s playing 

strength was ample he believed that on occasions it could be seriously depleted and 

he required a ‘fall back’ position. He did not believe 4 players was sufficient. He 

maintained that it was not his wish to replace ONQ with Earlmarshall and his 

description of his players (which was put to him) bears this out.  

In terms of venues Mr Khan stated that Sheffield was his base and ultimately he 

intended that this is where his team would be centred. He stated there were many 

fine cricketers in Sheffield and he wished to take advantage of their talents. The area, 

he claimed, was crying out for a chance to operate in the QEACL and that he was 

determined to achieve this aspiration.   

Throughout his evidence Mr Khan articulated his knowledge of constitutional law and 

was assured and impressive in his delivery. He was courteous and resonated as 

someone who was a passionate defender of the values of cricket. In addition, he came 

across as a staunch and enthusiastic champion of the QEACL with whom he has 

enjoyed a long and successful history. However, he claimed he was justified in calling 

into question the constitution of the league and that his appeal was more about 

bringing the league into line than with the virtues of ONQ.           

 

 

 

 

 

 



PANEL FINDINGS  

A. The panel members were not persuaded that the Executive had acted 

unconstitutionally and accepted that the rules the Executive had relied upon in 

imposing conditions were correct. However, they considered that the behaviour 

the Executive were determined to eradicate was of such importance that 

separate rules needed to be introduced to properly address the issue.  

B. With regard to the conditions the panel considered 1 and 2 were 

correct but that the terms were too severe. 

C. With regard to condition 3 the panel considered that the reasons 

proffered for its imposition were weak and could never sustain the 

interference with a club’s venue.  

D. Taj Butt and Naheem Malik both accepted that rules should be introduced to 

prevent the replacement of clubs where the intention was to override the 

competitive nature of the league’s structure. Riaz Khan was correct in his 

argument that the rules were imprecise and unformulated.  

 

PANEL DECISION 

1. ONQ may change the name of club but are disallowed from naming 

the club Earlmarshall for a period of 1 year. 

2. A maximum of 5 players, previously registered and represented 

Earlmarshall in 2018, will be allowed to transfer to ONQ CC. 

It is suggested the following rules be introduced: 

1. Any relegated club shall not replace any club which is in division higher than 

that occupied by the relegated club. This includes replacement by name or by 

playing staff. 

2. When any club resigns from the league the registered playing staff of that club 

may be transferred to any other club but with the condition that a maximum of 

5 players be transferred to any one club in that particular season. 

3. Replace rule 7a…The QEACL Executive board shall deal with: the routine 

business of the League; with all matters arising out of the constitution and the 

rules of the League; with any other matters which may arise affecting the 

League but for which no provision has previously been made. It shall make 

such reports and recommendations as it considers desirable on any matters 

relating to the League or the game of cricket. It shall be empowered to impose 

such fines and/ or penalties, including suspension of members, whether playing 

or non-playing, of clubs or organisations as it may consider to be in the best 

interest of the League or the game of cricket.  

Tim Grogan (Chairman) 


