
Appeal Panel – Basharat Hussain (Chairperson), Mohammed Javed and 

Tim Grogan   

Summary 

The panel met on the 6th June 2017 to adjudicate on the appeals received by 

the league secretary from both Darulshafa CC and Raja CC in relation to the 

game played and completed on the 30th April 2017. The panel followed the 

appeals process guidance and requested the following (in order) to provide 

verbal and written statements to ensure a fair process and hearing for all clubs 

involved.  

Evidence Provided by 

Shahpall Rehman league official 

Taj Butt -  Quaid e Azam SCL Chairman  

Darulshafa CC - represented by the club secretary, Hanzaq Mir and the player 

Ayyaz Akram. 

Raja CC - represented by Ghulam Fareed, Club Secretary and Captain 

Evidence from league official Shahpall Rehman 

Key aspects of the statement from the league official 

 The bowler, Azhar Sharif used verbal abuse directed at a female family 

member of the batsman, Ayyaz Akram whilst he was walking off the 

square having been caught out. 

 Ayyaz Akram retaliated with verbal abuse and started to walk in the 

direction of the bowler. 

 The official was not able to provide evidence relating to the actions of 

the fielding side captain, Ghulam Fareed of Raja CC during the incident 

on the square. 

 It took approximately 15 minutes for the game to re-start and at no 

stage the umpires did not feel necessary for them to pull the stumps to 

abandon the game. 

 At the end of the game the umpires advised the fielding side Raja CC to 

stay on the pitch until Darulshafa had changed.  Both teams including 

the 2 players involved in the incident shook hands before leaving the 

ground. 

 

 



Evidence from Taj Butt on behalf of the league Executive Committee 

 The committee met on two separate occasions to discuss the matter 

 The committee was unanimous in its decision with regards to the 

disciplinary matter of the two players involved in the incident and the 

fielding side Captain 

 The decision with regards to the suspended ban and the related 

probation period was a narrow split decision due to the nature of the 

written outcome of the decision taken on the 8th July 2015. 

 The league chair confirmed on both occasions when they met they were 

not able to conclusively confirm which player instigated the incident 

from the evidence that was presented to them. 

 The league Chair also informed that the committees opinion was that 

the captain of Raja CC, Ghulam Fareed could have done more on the 

day  

Darulshafa CC 

 Ayyaz Akram commented on the incident and claimed that he retaliated 

after the bowler verbal abused him as he was making his way to the 

pavilion and confirmed that no physical contact was made between the 

two players in question. 

 Whilst Ayyaz Akram was batting he received and gave back banter which 

he acknowledged was part of the game. 

 Both individuals confirmed that none of the players from Darulshafa ran 

onto the pitch 

 The club secretary highlighted the club’s outstanding disciplinary record 

since joining the league and confirmed that they had elected Ayyaz 

Akram as the club captain due to his level head character and was fit to 

lead his players. 

 The club secretary also highlighted that the club was only involved in 1 

incident referred to the league committee for a matter relating to a 

player registration which they acknowledged before the committee 

decision. 

 The club secretary felt the decision to suspend Ayyaz for 5 weeks was 

excessive based on his record in the league 

 The club dropped Ayyaz Akram for 1 match and he voluntarily 

contributed to club finance. 

 

 

 



Raja CC 

 Ghulam Fareed claimed that Ayyaz Akram verbally abused his player 

Azhar Sharif who then retaliated 

 The club had suspended Azhar for 2 weeks knowing that he was their 

key player with both the bat and ball. 

 Ghulam Fareed commented that the league official Shahpall Rehman 

escorted Darulshafa players and Ayyaz Akram of the ground in order to 

re-start the game. 

 Ghulam Fareed highlighted that the suspended ban for the incident in 

June 2015 related to matters in the cup competition only and any 

disciplinary issues involve the club in league games would not be taken 

into consideration. 

 Ghulam Fareed in his defence highlighted that he did his upmost to keep 

his player under control and at one stage covering his players mouth to 

restrain and gave reassurance to Ayyaz Akram to ignore his players 

comments. 

 

Panel Decision 

Darushafa CC 

Based on the evidence provided, the club and player’s previous history the 

panel unanimously agreed to ban Ayyaz Akram for 2 weeks which was 

consistent with the ECB Discipline Regulations and Guidelines and previous 

committee decisions. 

The panel also unanimously agreed that Darulshafa should be warned as to the 

club’s future conduct throughout the course of season 2017 and that should 

any future disciplinary issue, regardless of level, be proved during this period 

the matter subject of this report will be taken into consideration in addition to 

the new issue.    

Raja CC 

Based on the evidence provided the panel unanimously agreed to ban Azhar 

Sharif for 3 weeks which was consistent with the ECB Discipline Regulations 

and Guidelines and previous committee decisions. 

In connection with Raja CC the panel considered the club’s disciplinary record 

and recommend that the club management need to proactively promote 

improved conduct of its players. The captain has the sole responsibility of 

ensuring this is carried out on the pitch and it was unanimous in its decision to 



ban Ghulam Fareed for 2 weeks and also impose a further 2 weeks suspended 

ban for the remainder of the current season. 

The panel was unanimous with regards to the content of the committee 

decision taken on the 8th July 2015 as there were two grey areas which made 

it difficult for both the executive committee and the appeal panel. The decision 

does not highlight what type of discipline would instigate the ban and whether 

the ban refers to cup competition, as understood by the Raja CC or from the 

league as a whole as understood by some league committee members.  With 

this in mind the panel unanimously agreed that fining Raja CC was not 

consistent with its constitution but respected the need to impose a penalty due 

to the breach. As a consequence it was agreed unanimously to extend the 

probation period to end of season 2018 and that should any future disciplinary 

issue, regardless of level, be proved during this period the matter subject of 

this report will be taken into consideration in addition to the new issue and 

there is every likelihood the club’s membership may be terminated from a 

period set by the executive committee. 

Appeal Fee 

With reference to league constitution 26 both clubs will forfeit the appeal fee as 

none of the elements were dismissed. 

Extract for league constitution 

All such appeals must be accompanied by a one flat fee of £50.00 which shall 

be forfeited if the elements or whole appeal is dismissed, or considered to be 

frivolous, vexatious or otherwise unreasonable.”   

 


